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"OF THE FIRST PHILOSOPHERS,” WRITES THE FIRST REAL A/STOR/IAN OF PHILOSOPHY, AR/ISTOTLE,
"MOST THOUGHT THE PRINCIPLES WHICH WERE OF THE NATURE OF MATTER WERE THE ONLY PRINCIPLES OF ALL THINGS.”

IN OTHER WORDS, THERE WERE NO "META"-PUYSICS. ..
THE MATERIAL, IDEALISTIC, AND SPIRITUAL WORLDS ALL OBEYED /PENTICAL LAWS!

THESE THEORIES PREVAILED IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE FIRST MEGA-STAR PHILOSOPHER, SOCRATES,
50 THE THINKERS THAT EXPOLINDED THEM ARE KNOWN, COLLECTIVELY, AS ACTION PHILOSOPHER(S) #16...
A -

{

THE FIRST PRINCIPLES OF
THIS COMIC BOOK ARE
STORY
(BY FRED VAN LENTE)
AND ART
(BY RYAN DUNLAVEY)!
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THAL4S «=MIL<TUS!

YOU'D THINK HIS MAD MENTAL SK/LLS WOULD

THALES WAS A SCIENTIFIC
JACK-OF-ALL-TRAPES, HE
PREDICTED ECLIPSES, DIVERTED
THE FLOW OF MIGUTY R/IVERS...

...AND FIGURED OUT HOW

TO MEASURE THE HEIGHT OF
THE PYRAM/PS BY MEASURING
THEIR SHAPOWS AT THE PRECISE
TIME OF DAY WHEN A/S SHADOW
WAS EQUAL TO H/S HEIGHT!

HAVE WON THALES SOME FPROPS FROM HIS PEEPS.
YOU'D BE WRONG...

PFFE!
SHADOW BOY
HERE TUINKS HE'S

IF YOU'RE S0
SMART, WHY AREN'T
YOU R/CH, POINDEXTER?
HAW, HAW!

HEH!

AFTER CAREFUL STUWDY, THALES DETERMINED ONCE HIS PREDICTION CAME TRUE, WE CLEANED
THAT THE FOLLOWING SLIMMER WOLILD PRODLCE AN UP RENTING OUT HIS EQUIPMENT TO THE GROWERS!
ESPECIALLY BOUNTIFUL OL/VE CROP, S0 HE LISED

HIS LAST CENT TO BLY UP ALL THE OLIVE N pa——
PRESSES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD! = A a
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PHILOSOPHY <
DOESN'T PAY? < 5
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WHAT COULD

BUT FINANCIAL SUCCESS THIS "ONe"
COULD NOT SLAKE THALES' --
THIRST FOR KNOWLEDGE...

. : e
. . o.-,-‘
:'-f’*‘-r
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WONDROUS
VARIETY TO
THE THINGS IN THE
WORLD...CLOUDS, CONVINCED THAT
STARS, MEN, THE MANY ARE RELATED
EARTH... TO EACH OTHER BY A
S/NGLE COMMONALITY--
THE ONE!

ALL
THINGS ARE
MADE OF
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ANAXIMAND<R!

THALES 1S KNOWN AS THE F/RST PHILOSOPHER FOR
DELVING, AS ARISTOTLE WOULD LATER PUT IT, INTO THE
SCIENCE OF "FIRST PRINCIPLES". HE WOULD PASS HIS

NO,
I BELIEVE

THAT WATER IS ... THAT
THEORIES ON TO IS PUPIL, ANAXIMANDER... BUT ONE OF THENCELVES
ALL LIVING MANY BASIC EMANATE FROM THE
THINGS, EVEN ELEMENTS... /INPETERMINATE BOLINDLESS!

THE FINITE THINGS IN OLIR
WORLD FIND THE/R SOURCE
IN THE REALM OF
THE /NFINITE!

THOSE THAT NOW
LIVE ON LAND, BEGAN
THEIR EXISTENCE IN

DO NOT TEACH
THAT THE ONE IS
WATER AS LITERALLY
AS MY BELOVED
TEACHER
THALES.

IS~

"THE SPECIF/C ELEMENTS SEPARATE
OFF FROM THE OR/G/INAL SUBSTANCE
IN A PROCESS OF ETERNAL MOT/ON."

THEY SUFFER
PUNISHMENT AND
[ MAKE REPARATION TO
sou';oc% ';ﬁﬁfég’ EAJ,;E, INJUSTICE ACCORDING
TO THAT THEY RETURN OF TO THE ORqER
NECESSITY WHEN THeY / .~ OF TIME!
ARE DESTROYED! /0"~ *

"THERE ARE MANY
) WORLDS, MANY LNIVERSES,
g - ALL PARTICIPATING IN THIS
— COSMIC CYCLE OF CREATION
AND DESTRUCTION."
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ANAXIM<N<S!

NOW... ANYBODY WITH :
Z RETURN TO THE HALF A BRA/N COULD
INDETERMINATE I TRUST SEE THE FIRST CALISE

BOUNDLESS... YOU WILL CARRY
4 ON MY TEACHINGS,
cousr: ANAXIMENES. ..

ISN'T WATER--

THEORIES
STINK ALMOST
AS BAD AS
YOUR FEET!

YOUR WACKY
INDETERMINATE
BOLINPLESS. ..

S0 WAS INAUGLIRATED ONE OF THE MOST
COMMON PHILOSOPHICAL TRADITIONS:

EVERY
PHILOSOPHER WHO
CANE BEFORE ME

WAS AN /2/0T!

...BUT A/R!
WHILE IT IS
INVIS/IBLE, LIKE
OUR VERY SOULS,
ITS MOVEMENTS
MAY BE TRACKED
SCIENTIFICALLY!

ALL THE
OTHER ELEMENTS
DERIVE FROM AIR!
WHEN SPED 4P, AIR
FORMS FIRE, AND
WHEN SLOWED
DOWN, IT FORMS
WATER!
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H<RA<LITUS!

J

HEIR TO
THE THRONE
OF EPHESUS,
HERACLITUS
CEDED HIS CROWN
TO HIS BROTHER
S0 HE'D HAVE MORE
TIME FOR THOUGHT.

UH...
SOME MIGHT
SAY YOU'RE

NOT THINKIN' TOO

STRAIGHT RIGHT

NOW, BRO'...

*ALL THINGS FOR THE SECOND
ARE IN FLUX" TIME IT'S NOT THE
WAS HIS CATCUPHRASE, SAME RIVER, AND
MORE FAMOUSLY YOU'RE NOT THE
FORMULATED AS: SAME MAN.

*YOU CANNOT STEP TW/ICE
INTO THE SAME RIVER.”

FIRE, ACCORDING
TO HERACLITUS, IS
THAT CONSTANT
ELEMENT IN ALL
THINGS THAT
culices: e E
RSITYI" ~ BUT THIS 16 NOT
DIVERSITY! ; MERELY ANOTHER
‘ VERSION OF “THE
ONE" AS TALGHT
BY THALES OR
ANAXIMENES, BUT
: A PROCESS OF
U 7RANSFORMATION!

po—
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THE WORLD 15,
HERACLITUS SAYS,

AN "EVER-LIVING FIRE"
WHICH 1S MAINTAINED BY
"MEASURES OF IT KINDLING
AND MEASURES GOING OUT."

"ALL THINGS ARE AN
EXCHANGE FOR FIRE,
AND FIRE FOR ALL
THINGS, EVEN AS WARES
FOR GOLD AND GOLD
FOR WARES."

NOTHING 1S EVER
DESTROYED, BUT MERELY
CONVERTS TO A DIFFERENT

FORM! THIS NOTICN 15
REMARKABLY SIMILAR
TO PHYSICS' NOTION OF
THE CONSERVATION OF
MATTER AND ENERGY.

\ \\ \

27

9. ﬁ A
: (JJJ"A ) \ @

HENCE WE
HAVE STABILITY
IN THE LINIVERSE
NOT IN SPITE OF,

BUT BECAUSE OF
| CONSTANT CHANGE!
7

/

6OD /S
FIRE, AND GOD-
FIRE PERMEATES ALL
THINGS--INCLUDING
THE HUMAN
SOUL!

IN OPPOSITION 1S IN CONCERT AND FROM WHAT
DIFFERS COMES THE MOST BEAUTIFUL HARMONY."

L AND THOUGH MEN ALWAYS D/SAGREE, “WHAT IS ‘ /8@

A\N

REASON 1S THE
FIRE OF THE SOLLL,
FOR ONLY THROUGH
/T CAN WE SEE THAT
WHICH IS SHARED
BY ALL THINGS!

THUS,
THOUGH MEN ARE
ALL DIFFERENT,
THEY ARE UNITED BY
A S/INGLE FLAME!

i\

i\

JUST AS F/RE |1S THE CONSTANT IN CHANGE, IT IS
ONLY THROUGH THE TENSION BETWEEN OPPOS/TES THAT
THE UNIVERSE ACHIEVES ORPER!

/i
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oF
COURSE
TF THA T MEAN--
SOUNDS LIKE TOTAL REALLY! THALES NoTL A THNG
B.S. T0 YOU, YOU'RE AND HERACLITUS BOTH HER (o5
NOT ALONE! g GO ON AND ON ABOUT ‘THAT'S THE
THIS PROCESS OF FUNDAMENTAL
'BECOM/NG"... UNDERLYING
Tt CONCEPT OF THE
ASK YOU, HAVE You

PHILOSOPHY
OF...

EVER SEEN SOMETHING
IN THE PROCESS
OF BECOMING?

A

‘BECOMING” . vrs”

I'VE ALWAYS

FOUND THE WHOLE
NOT/ION OF CHANGE
TO BE COMPLETELY
ILLOGICAL!

“ONE PATH ONLY |S LEFT FOR US

PARMENIDES'
TO SPEAK OF, NAMELY, THAT /7 /6. IN THIS STUDENT ZENO v )
PATH ARE VERY MANY TOKENS THAT WHAT IS, ILLUSTRATED T
1S UNCREATED AND /NDESTRUCTIBLE, FOR IT THE ILLUSION OF
1S COMPLETE, LINMOVABLE AND W/THOUT END." THERE IS MOT/ON WITH : -
NO CHANGE OR HIS FAMOLS -

MOTION -~ THESE ARE .

MERELY /LLLISIONS PARADOX:
PRODUCED BY OUR
SENSES!

THOUGH THINGS

MAY ALTER IN
APPEARANCE, THeY
REMANN, IN ESSENCE,
EXACTLY THE SAME!

IF YOU'RE RLNNING A RACE, YOU CAN'T
REACH THE FIN/SH WITHOUT GETTING
HALFWAY THERE, RIGHT-- AND YOU

CAN'T THERE WITHOUT GETTING
HALFWAY TO HALFWAY, RIGHT--AND
YOU CAN'T GET TO HALFWAY TO
HALFWAY WITHOUT GETTING HALF

WAY-- S0...THE
...HOW DOES
QUESTION /S... ANYONE GeT | |
ANYWHERE?

THE ONE
CAN NEVER BE
DIVIDED INTO ITS

LIKEWISE, NOTHING

SEPARATE PARTS, EVER CHANGES! NOT
SUCH AS ELEMENTS EVEN THIS COM/C
OR PRIMARY AND BOOK sTORY! 1T WILL

LESSER CAUSES) JUST GO ON AND ON

AND ON AND--
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<MP<DOLLES!

LEGEND HAS IT EMPEDOCLES WANTED TO BE
REMEMBERED AS A GOD, SO HE LEAPT INTO
THE VOLCANO AT MT. ETNA TO ERASE ALL
TRACE OF HIS BODY.

WHY CAN'T
PHILOSOFPHERS
JusT 6ET
ALONG?

T FIGUREP OUT A
WAY NONE OF
U$ CAN BE
WRONG!

FARMENIVES BUT HERACLITUS WAS
WAS CORRECT RIBHT TOO THAT
WHEN HE $AIP WITH CHANGE THE
WHAT IS ALWAYS UNIVERSE IS ALWAYS
was; ABlZZ!
, WIN? ANV WATER ARE BUT THO OF
1 SAYIT'S THE THE FOUR THAT MAKE UP ALL THE
ELEMENTS THAT WORLY's MATTER. FIRE aND EARTH
MAKE UF THE ONE ROUN? OUT THAT QUARTET--
THAT ARE ALWAYS IN
FLUY. AN THUS ENPS MY
HALES S I W PHILOSOPHICAL PATTER!
WATELR, ANAXIMENES
SAIP ITWASAIR... T B — 1 A g
s THEYREBOTH | b— O‘\
RIGHT, THE BRAINY ! & \
YOUNG BUCKS!
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A-HEM!
PARDON ME,
KIND SIRS...

...

PEMOCRITUS,
WOULD LIKE TO
HUMBLY ASSERT
A THEORY FIRST
PROPOSED BY MY
TEACHER, WISE

LEUCIPPUS
OF THRACE.

I PROPOSE THAT
MATTER IS IN THE FORM OF |

I'M GAINING
WE/IGHT--IT MUST
BE BECAUSE THE

ME A ViIT!

LOOK AT ME!
I'M MADE UP OF
AM/LL/IONS OF INVISIELE
> _LITTLE ATOMS!
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\ X Y 1LY 7777
B " i 77 7Y
LADIES AND GENTS! WITHOUT FURTHER ADIEL, WE'RE PROUD TO PRESENT
THE FATHER OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY... ;/,
X ACTION PHILOSOPHER #13...
S ’
RENE DESCARTES! .
) ]
. ==
a
—_ =
-3
5/ ~
Z
/ L
4
FRE‘I’DRyﬁENstNTE .
Z N
RYAN DUNLAVEY
2 ngmiaver |\
THEREFORE
P ' THEY ARE!
7 /) LA W\ W

RENE?

RENNY-
BABY?
C'MON ouT g
AND KNOCK ‘EM
DEAD, SON!

<)

UH ... THEN WHY DON'T
YOU COME OUT? W-WE GOT

WHO SLAPPED DOWN GOOD
MONEY FOR THIS HERE
FPHILOSOPHY COMIC...

—HEH— FAYING CUSTOMERS

TO COIN A CLICHE!

...AND THE SHOW
MUST GO ON,

—=HEH! =

IT's JUsT...

PROELEM...

1
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LT AM
HERE TO
EXPLICATE THE
FOUNPATIONS OF
MY PHILOSOPHY,
ourz

THAT'S WHY

YOU GET THE

B/6 BUCKS,
BABY!

W-WELL,
CENTRAL
TO MY METHOD
'S HYPERBOLIC
vousr...

...A RIGOROUS
CRITIQUING OF
EVERYTHING T

REASON AND
LoG/C!

PREVIOUSLY HELD TO BE
TRUE! A DISCARDING OF ALL
IDEAS THAT CANNOT BE
PROVEN BY IRONCLAD

S0...
AS A RESULT
OF ALL THIS
DOUBTING...

s
poueTt
WHETHER T
ACTUALLY
EXIST!

WHAAAAT?
THAT'S CRAZY
TALK!

USE YOUR
EYES! YOU CAN
SEE THAT YOU
EXIST!

BUTT
CANNOT TRUST
MY SENSES
ALONE, FOR
THEY ARE SO
EASILY
DECEIVED!

SEE?
DOES THIS
PANEL DEPICT
A VASE OR A
PAIR OF
FACES?

GOD HIMSELF
COULD BE A CRUEL
DECEIVER, PURPOSEFULLY
FLOODING MY SENSES WITH
M/SINFORMATION!

12

HOW DO
I KNOW THIS
EXCHANGE 1S
REALLY TAKING
PLACE?

FOR
ALL T KNOW,
I COULD BE
ASLEEP AND
DRE?#!/NG

BUT ... DOESN'T THE FACT
YOU POLBT YOUR OWN EXISTENCE

COUNT FOR ANYTHING?

THAT MODE OF
THOUGHT |5 REAL,
AND MUST THEREFORE
EMANATE FROM SOME
ACTUAL ENTITY?

NS
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\\ A\y AV \Uj 7777 7 7
- s
THEREFORE
— ) TAM! )
- ——
P—
B *: R.D., DISCOURSE ) é
[ ON METHOD C1637) <
N ‘
0% =+ THIS COMIC. e
COGITO, JUST NOW.
> ERGO
Z sum!”
|~ \\:
7 S
FIRET iSO QA -’
4 & \ N NN

MY sOUL R
HOLDS THIS IDEA
WITH SUCH CLEAR AND
DISTINCT CERTAINTY
THAT IT MUST
BE TRUE.

MY SENSES
SUGGEST THAT
MY SOULIMINDG
IS ATTACHED TO

SOME KIND

SUCH CLARITY
SHALL MAKE AN
EXCELLENT CR/ITER/ON
AS T REVIEW THE OTHER
IDEAS IN MY MIND TO
SEE WHETHER OR
NOT THEY ARE
TRUE AS WELL. ,

WHEN I

SUBSTANCE --
RES EXTENSA --
FROM MY RES
COGITANS --
THINKING
SUBSTANCE!

LOOK ACROSS THE

STREET AND SEE PEOPLE\

WALK/ING THERE, ALL T

HOW DO T

REALLY KNOW ARE
KNOW THAT THOSE
MOVING CLOTHES! ARE REALLY PEOPLE
WALKING AND NOT JUsT
T\ rowarones”
il [} r——%v'
‘ N\ J
o) |
\F \\
, N 3
N N AN ) .
NN \ ¥ Because
P 17 MY MIND HAS
AJUDGED THAT

THEY ARE!

AWARENESS
OF THE CONTENTS
OF THE M/NDP PRECEDES
ANY AWARENESS OF
EXTERNAL REALITY!

13
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AN INVENTORY OF
MY MIND'S CONTENTS
REVEALS THREE DISTINCT
TYPES OF IDEAS:

FICTITIOUS |DEAS, o ADVENTITIOUS |DEAS, AND /NATE DEAS, WHICH
WHICH THE MIND /NVENTS... WHICH THE MIND RECE/VES FROM g -
TUE EXTERNAL WORLD... ARE BORN W/TH THE MIND!

IRONICALLY, THE ONLY CATEGORY I CAN BE SLIRE EXISTS
1S FICTION, SINCE IT PRESUPPOSES THE EXISTENCE

IN ORDER FOR
OF MY M/IND (WHICH 1S ALL T HAVE PROVEN EXISTS)!

APVENTITOUS IDEAS TO

BE REAL, THEY HAVE TO EXIST

INDEPENDENTLY OF MY
OWN W/LLPOWER!

HAW! SUCK
MY ION-DRIVE

=

I CANNOT
W/LL THIS WALL
TO DISAPPEAR, SO IT
|6 POSSIBLE THAT IT
EXISTS /INDEPENDENTLY

FROM MY MIND!
W 144 777 -
IF AN FOR EXAMPLE, T HOLD AN IDEA OF A GOP
IDEA WAS PLACED . N THAT IS /NFINITELY PERFECT...
INTO MY MIND FROM
OUTSIPE OF ME, THE .
CAUSE MUST HAVE =
AS MUCH REALITY T 17
AS T CONCEIVE TO Z — ¢ ...AND THAT IDEA
BE IN THE WALL 2 2A X COULD ONLY HAVE
ITSELF! = BEEN PLANTED BY
‘ = ™ SOMETHING THAT /S

INFINITELY PERFECT!

0
ARy T
Cym “"Ateg
CONpuCT\ ﬁ-koo
TRADITIONALLY,
THIS 1S KNOWN ‘ e}
AS THE PRINCIPLE M e
OF SUFFICIENT
REASON!

=

14
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NOR CAN A
CAUSE CREATE
AN EFFECT THAT IS
MORE PERFECT
THAN ITSELF/

-y

T —— g N W S

|
h
4
'l
1
N
)

CEVEN THOUGH
I CAN IMAGINE THE
FICTITIOUS IDEA OF
THE "PERFECT WOMAN,"”
I CANNOT ACTUALIZE
THE PERFECT
WOMAN MYSELF!)

THE

IT FOLLOWS,
THEN, THAT FALLIBLE,
FINITE ME COULD ONLY
HAVE BEEN CALISED BY A &
PERFECT, INFINITE
SOURCE!

IN OTHER
WORDS, I
EXIST--

-~THEREFORE, .
GOD EXISTS! _

BACK TO
DRAWING
BOARD...

l/cmouau I 15
THEORETICALLY
POSSIBLE I COULD
WAVE BEEN CREATED
BY A CAUSE EQUAL
10 NE...

... THAT FINITE, FALLIBLE
CALISE WOULD HAVE THE IDEA
OF THE INFINITEl P_FRFECT AS

WELL, WHICH MUST HAVE BEEN

IMPLANTED BY AN INFINITELY
PERFECT SOURCED/J

OUR /NNATE
IPEA OF THE
INFINITELY PERFECT
GOV 1S THE MARK
OF THE CRAFTSMAN

STAMPED ON HIS
| WORK!

IF GOD IS
PERFECT, IT
FOLLOWS THAT
HE 1S NOT A
DECEIVER!

ONE DISSEMBLES
ONLY TO PROTECT
VULNERABILITIES,
WHICH A PERFECT BEING
WOULD NOT HAVE!

15

SENSES, MEMORY, AND

AND SINCE
GOD CREATED MY

OTHER INTELLECTUAL
FACULTIES, AND SINCE
HE 1S NOT A
DECEIVER...

SENSES, ON
THE WHOLE, CAN
BE TRUSTED!
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YET THIS
ALLEGED "EXTERNAL
WORLD" (WHICH T HAVE
NOT YET PROVEN EX/STS)
EVIDENCES TWO VERY
DIFFERENT SETS OF
PROPERTIES!

MY EYES
TELL ME THE SUN
IS VERY SMALL, AND THE

SKIN SUGGESTS IT IS
VERY CLOSE BY!

ALL THINGS, BUT ESPECIALLY ME, ARE SPLIT
BETWEEN THESE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY PROPERTIES!

THUS THE M/ND AND THE BODY ARE TWO

RADPICALLY VIFFERENT ENTITIES--WE HUMANS ARE
INHERENTLY DUALISTIC!

~ /
- —
- ~
- ~

NOR COULD
I BE PREAMING
THESE SECONDARY
PROPERTIES, FOR MEMORY
TIES THE EVENTS OF
OUR WAKING LIVES
TOGETHER.

(IN A
DREAM T DO

NOT REMEMBER
ALL THE DREAMS
I HAD BEFORE
THAT ONE.)

I REMEMBER
ALL OF MY LIFE
UP UNTIL THIS
POINT, 5O T MUST
BE AWAKE!

16

BUT MY MIND
KNOWS THAT THIS

|5 NOT TRUE! ASTRONOMICAL
AND MATHEMATICAL DATA SHOW

SINCE MY
SENSES ARE PART
OF MY BODY AND NOT OF
MY MIND, T CANNOT BE
CREATING THESE STIMLILI
MYSELF (/.E., THROUGH
INVENTED |DEAS).

THESE
INHERENT
FACTORS OF THE
SUN'S BEING--

THAT THE SUN 15 BOTH VERY | VOLUME AND DISTANCE
B8/G AND VERY FAR
AWAY!

--ARE (TS PRIMARY
FROPERTIES! AND
DERIVING FROM THOSE
ARE SECONDPARY
PROPERTIES SUCH
AS COLOR AND
ODOR!

GOD COULD
NOT BE FEEDING
THESE SECONDARY
PROPERTIES DIRECTLY
70O ME, SINCE WE HAVE
ESTABLISHED THAT
HE 1S NOT A
DECEIVER.

THEREFORE...
I HAVE NO OTHER
CHOICE BUT TO
CONCLUDE...

LCTHAT T
RECEIVE PASSIVE
PERCEPTIONS OF
AN EXTERNAL
WORLD...
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IN 1909, THE STILL-OBSCURE DR, SIGMUND FREUD WAS ASKED TO GIVE A SERIES
OF LECTURES AT CLARK UNIVERSITY IN WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS,

BURDENED BY A LIFELONG TRAVEL PHOBIA ONLY RECENTLY CONQUERED,
FREUD ASKED WIS CLOSEST PROTEGE TO ACCOMPANY HIM.

A MAN WHO WOULD SOON BECOME ACTION PHILOSOPHER #8...

< OUR
AR t CAPAVEROUS
FRIEND AND THIS DANK

CRYPT REMIND Me OF

THAT DREAM YOU TOLD
ME ABOUT, CARL!

EN ROUTE TO THE
STEAMER THAT WOULD
TAKE THEM TO NEW
YORK, FREUD AND
JUNG STOPPED OFF TO
EXAMINE THE FAMOUS
MUMM/ES IN THE
CELLAR OF BREMEN
CATHEDRAL N
GERMANY.

17

WHAT ...
SHEH!=.. .WHAT
DREAM MIGHT THAT
BE, SIGMUND?




"REMEMBER? YOU TOLD
ME YOU DREAMT YOU WERE
IN A ROOM OF YOUR HOUSE
YOU HAD NEVER SEEN
BEFORE-- DECORATED WITH
FURNITURE OF THE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY!"

The More Than Complete Action Philosophers

"THE LEVEL BENEATH
YOUR CELLAR LOOKED
LIKE A ROMAN

"INTRIGUED, YOU BEGAN
EXPLORING, AND FOLIND
THAT EACH LEVEL OF
YOUR HOUSE TOOK YOU
FURTHER AND FURTHER
BACK IN TITME!"

AT LAST, YOU
VENTURED DEEP INTO
THE HEART OF THE
EARTH..."

“...AND DISCOVERED
SOME KIND OF
PREHISTORIC TOMB
BEFORE WAKING LIP!"




www.eviltwincomics.com

BEING ENTIRELY
HONEST WITH ONESELF IS
GOOD EXERCISE! WHAT
REFPRESSED WISH DO
YOU THINK THE DREAM
FULFILLS?

AM T ONE OF
YOUR FATIENTS,

ER...WELL,
YOU'VE ALWAYS
SAID SKULLS
REPRESENT
DEATH--

EXACTLY! AND
IT 16 MY DEATH YOU MUST
COVET MOST--YOUW WOULD
INHERIT THE MANTLE OF HEAD
OF OUR MOVEMENT IF T
DIED...=HEH! -

I CAN FEEL...
TUE MURDPEROUS
WAVES.. EMANATING
OFF YoU...
OHHA...

FREUD WAS
INFAMOLIS FOR
FAINTING IN THE

PRESENCE OF HIS
MALE FRIENDS.,

RIDICULOUS.
YOU KNOW THE LOVE
I HAVE FOR YoU,
SlG--

o 2 ...AND HE DEMANDS A

NOTHING SHORT OF 4 D
PHONY INTERPRETATION UNWAVERING LOYALTY BY p D

OF MY DREAM? I
, Q) FROM HIS *CROWN AD
DON'T REALLY BELIEVE PRINCE"! A

IT. BUT SIGMUND IS
CONVINCED THAT ALL

DREAMS REPRESENT
REPRESSED W/SHES...

HE'S A
GENTILE!
PSYCHOANALYSIS
CAN BE CALLED THE
\TEW/ISH SCIENCE”
NO MORE!

19
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L

BUT IF FRELUD WAS
LOOKING FOR A DUTIFUL
LACKEY, IN CHOOSING THE
FIERCELY INDEPENDPENT
JUNG HE HAD MADE A
FATAL ERROR.

I L/ED ABOUT MY
DREAM TO PLEASE
SIGMUND! NO ONE
MORE THAN Z SHOULD
KNOW BETTER THAN
TO DO THAT!

HOW MANY PHONY
DIAGNOSES DOES
SIGMUND ELICIT FROM
REGULAR FATIENTS
BECAUSE HE'S LEADING
THEM ASTEAY WITH WIS
RIGID THEORIES?!

I'M SURE HE THINKS

T HAVE SOME KIND OF

OEDIPUS COMPLEX--T'M TRYING

TO “KILL” AND OVERTHROW HIM
BECAUSE HE'S MY INTELLECTUA

YFATHER"!

4

“SIGMUND SHOULD
ANALYZE HIMSELF!

"HE TOLD ME ABOUT HOW HE OFTEN FANTASIZED
THAT PHIL/IP--HIS HALF-BROTHER FROM HIS FATHER'S
FIRST MARRIAGE--WAS ACTUALLY THE HUSBAND TO
HIS MOTHER, WHO WAS PUILIP'S AGE!"

IT'S ALMOST
AS IF HE'S USING THE
SYMBOLISM OF THE OEP/IPLUS
MYTH TO WORK OUT HIS OWN
FAMILY DRAMAS--

SINCE 1901 JUNG HAD BEEN
TREATING BANK MESGENGER EMILE
SCHWYZER FOR DELLISIONS - ONE
OF WHICH WAS THAT HE COULD SEE
AN ENORMOLIS PEN/S

HEEEEY!
WHO YOU CALLIN' A
/VHTJOB, PISAN?

HEH - NO OFFE
INTENDPED, MW

_GULP.

MITHRAS, SIR--

5,

LATER, JUNG WAS
STUNNED TO DISCOVER
THAT SCHUWYZER -- A
GRAMMAR SCHOOL
DROPOUT -- WAS
EVOKING IMAGERY
ALMOST TPENTICAL TO
THE UTURGY OF
MITHRAS-- THE
FERTILITYISUN GOD
AT THE CENTER OF
THE LAST GREAT
FPAGAN RELIGION

OF THE

ROMAN EMPIRE!

NSE
R.

1 SCOURED EMILE'S MEDICAL
HISTORY -- THERE WERE NO
LIBRARIES IN ANY OF THE
PLACES WHERE HE WAS
INSTITUTIONALIZED! TF THERE'S
NO WAY HE COLLD HAVE
LEARNED THE ANCIENT RITES...

P IF 1 SQUINT )
LIKE THIS AND MOVE

MY HEAD LIKE THIS,
THE SOLAR PHALLUS
PRODUCES THE
WEATHER!

p PRODUCE

20
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UNIVERSALLY HUMAN
CHARACTERISTIC TO

THE SAME
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JUNG'S
NEO-PLATONIC
THEORY CALLED

THESE UNIVERSAL
PSYCHICAL FORMS
YARCHETYPES",.

{)

BREAK FROM FREUD,

.AND, IN A MAJOR

THE PLACE FROM
WHICH THEY
EMANATED, THE
YCOLLECTIVE
UNCONsClous!”

AFTER ALL, JUNG WROTE,
"CONSCIOUSNESS IS A VERY
RECENT ACQUISITION
OF NATURE..."

“..AND [T IS STILL IN AN
EXPERIMENTAL STATE!"

]

§= X AAN\N AN\\Y l‘\ T 777 777 y - |
B uNgon;IcF/oTZ; 15 EXCEPT THAT WHILE A
- JUST AS ACTIVE AS THE é%%a%%%sf =
o 2
— CONSCIOUS MIND? REACTS T ACTIVE
S
g

"THE GENERAL
FUNCTION OF DREAMS
1S TO TRY TO RESTORE OUR
PSYCHOLOGICAL BALANCE
BY PRODUCING DREAM MATERIAL
THAT RE-ESTABLISHES, IN A
SUBTLE WAY, THE TOTAL
PSYCHIC EQUILIBRILIM.”

"THUS, A DREAM
CANNOT PRODLCE A
DEFINITE THOUGHT. IF IT
BEGINS TO DO S0, IT CEASES
TO BE A DREAM BECAUSE IT

CROSSES THE THRESHOLD
OF CONSCIOUSNESS!"

-<THE UNCONSCIOUS

REGISTERS SUBLIMINAL,
EMOTIONAL IMPULSES FOR
WHICH THERE 15 NO 2OOM Y
IN CONSCIOUSNESS!

BUT: "ELEMENTS OFTEN
OCCUR IN A DREAM THAT
ARE NOT INDIVIDUAL AND
THAT CANNOT BE DERIVED
FROM THE DREAMER'S
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE"

THESE
FRIMORPDIAL IMAGES
HAVE BEEN INHERITED
BY MAN FROM THE
FIRST DAYS OF
CUNDCONSCIOUSNESS!

21
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LINANCIENT TIMES, Ve Wy Ao OLR MODERN-DAY DEPENDENCE ON SCIENCE, ON
oMo s W 1BOE ytrRirr s THE OTHER HAND, HAS GIVEN US AN /LLUSORY SENSE

SEEMINGLY NEXPLICABLE PERVASIVE, HUMANS OFFgg%V’Tﬁgrﬂ’hﬁf;s’;'ﬁ% gﬁg gﬁﬁdﬁgﬁggﬁ&f’
IMAGES AND IMPLLSES. SIMPLY ACCEPTED £ MANFESTATIONS OF THE O

THAT THEY WERE
SURROUNDED BY
FORCES THEY COULD

NEITHER UNDERSTAND
NOR CONTROL!
"MODERN MAN DOES NOT
UNDERSTAND HOW MUCH HIS
YRATIONALISM’ (WHICH HAS DESTROYED
\ HIS CAPACITY TO RESPOND TO NUMINOUS
SYMBOLS AND IDEAS) HAS PUT HIM

AT THE MERCY OF THE PSYCHIC
UNPERWORLD'!"

THE RESULT?
WIDESPREAD
NEUROS/IS!

"OF COURSE! THE
MEANING OF MY DREAM
15 SO CLEAR, NOW!"

"I AM LEAVING THE 18TH
CENTURY PHILOSOPHERS
OF MY SCHOOLING ... THE
MEDIEVAL |DEAS OF MY
PASTOR PARENTS ..."

“MY DESTINY 15 TO GO
AS cFﬁ/vR BACK IN I\IIME'H AEs
1 -~TO PLUMB “IT'S MY DREAM,
FURTHEST DEPTHS OF THE  ABOUT MY LIFE AND MY
UNCONSCIOUS /TSELF!"  WORLD! IT CAN ONLY BE
INTERPRETED BY ME!"




www.eviltwincomics.com

IT IS INTELLECTUAL
ARROGANCE TO THINK THE
ARCHETYPES CONTAINED IN
THE OEDIPUS MYTH CAN
BE APPLIED TO EVERY MALE
HUMAN ON EARTH THE
SAME WAY!

A THERAPIST'S
ROLE 1S TO GUIPE THE
PATIENT THROUGH THE DEPTHS
OF THE UNCONSCIOUS, TO
EXPLAIN HOW THE ARCHETYPES
CAN BE APPLIED TO EACH
PERSON'S /NIP/V/PLIAL
LIFE!

WHAT IF THE ===
UNCONSCIOUS 1SN'T HA?!
JUST A DUMP FOR MORAL LOOK! BEING
REFUSE? HOW CAN YOU APPLY CONTRADICTED
ARBITRARY INTERPRETATIONS SO UPSETS YOU,

YOU'VE PISSED
YOURSELF!

TO A DREAMER'S /NDIVIPUAL
‘ VISIONS?

ARBITRARY?!

7 ARBITRARY?! You
WOULD DARE CALL THE
TENSION BETWEEN THE
DIPHASIC ONSET AND
LATENCY PERIOD OF

SEXUALITY ARBIT--

@ JUNG CLAIMED THAT,
BACK AT THEIR NEW YORK

HOTEL, HE ANALYZED
FRELID'S DREAMS LNTIL

FREUID COLILD TAKE
IT NO LONGER:

THIS IS A
PSYCHOGENIC
NEUROSIS BECAUSE
YOU--YOL/--YOU HAVE
THE WRONG
ATTITUDE!

MY DEAR BOY,
L..I..

...T CANNOT RISK MY
AUTHORITY.

I WOULD BE
OVERJOYED! GOOD!
S0, DO TRY IT THEN!*

T WILL GET AROUND IT,
I WILL ANALYZE YOU'!

S —"
*: ACTUAL EXCHANGE!
23
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THE RIFT BETWEEN THEM ONLY WORSENED
LPON THEIR RETLIRN FROM AMERICA. L2

NONETHELESS, FREUD'S "CLARK
LECTURES", PUBLISHED IN
ENGLISH AS FIVE LECTURES ON
PSYCHOANALYS/S (1910), BECAME
THE TURN/ING POINT N THE
TECHNIQUE'S ACCEPTANCE!

o? "THE PSYCHIC
DEVELOPMENT OF 3
\ TOWARD ABSTRACT
SHORT REPETITION OF S IDEAS ABOUT HOMO
THE COURSE OF SAFIENS, THE MORE
DEVELOPMENT OF LIKELY WE ARE
THE RACE." TO FALL INTO
ERROR!"

FREUD'S THEORIES
SOON BECAME THE
WORLOWIDE
STANPARD N
PSYCHOLOGY!

BY 1912, HOWEVER,
FREUD AND JUNG HAD
STOPPED SPEAKING.

THE FINAL BREAK
BETWEEN TWO OF THE

20TH CENTURY'S
GREATEST GENIUSES
WAS DISHEARTENINGLY
JUVENILE:

JUNG WAS /RKED THAT
FREUD VISITED A S/CK
FRIEND \N KREUZLINGEN,
SWITZERLAND, AND DID NOT
STOP BY TO SEE HIM.

(2 o
P2\ °
( N7/ ¢«
PRBRTS JUNG'S BRANCH

@ ~ OF THE DISCIPLINE
) BECAME KNOWN
L~

PSYCHO,
HE GATHERED HIS OWN
FOLLOWERS. THEY AND THE
FREUDIANS ENGAGED IN VICIOUS
- - INTELLECTUAL TURF WARS
< . THAT CONTINUE TO TH/IS DAY!

4 THE FRELIDIANS CONSTANTLY
ATTACKED JUNG FOR HIS

ALLEGED MYSTICIEM - HE TLIRNED

( AFTER PAPER ON

/ THESPSYEMIE UNBERWOBL D"

THE OCCULT ... ALCHEMY
- PARAPSYCHOLOGY ... JUNG EVEN
TH LGHT UFOS WERE
FESTATIONS OF THE
GOLLEG T/VE UNCONSCIOUS!

STILL, HE ATTRACTED A LONG LIST OF
FAMOUS AND WEALTHY PATIENTS.
MARY MELLON, WIFE TO THE HEIR OF »
THE MELLON FINANCIAL FORTUNE,
WU¥3EDEA EAA/gél—PEOF/r PLIBL/5HEE

CEUVRE IN AMERICA’ i

[

.

THUS ENSURING
T'M CALLING IT THE BATTLE BETWEEN
THE BOLLINGEN THE FREUDIANS & THE
FOUNDATION, AFTER JUNGIANS WOULD
YOUR TOWER ON GO ON...AND ON...
KE ZURICH! AND ON...
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THEY THOUGHT IT - WE DREW IT!

ACTION PHILOSOPHERS is the award-winning, critically praised
comic book series detailing the lives and thoughts of history’s
A-list brain trust in a hip and humorous way that proves that

philosophy is not just the province of boring tweed-dad college
professors. Collected here in a single volume for the first time,
writer Fred Van Lente and artist Ryan Dunlavey’s twisted series
has been remastered into a complete chronological comic book
history of philosophy, from the Pre-Socratics through Jacques
Derrida, induding four all-new stories exdusive to this edition.

“Totally irreverent and maniacally imaginative, it’s perfect for any bright college kid who likes
being a pain in the neck.” -Publishers Weekly

“Clever comments fly fast and furious... The art is friendly and fun... Seldom have such
potentially intimidating and occasionally esoteric topics been rendered as accessible as they

are in Action Philosophers.” -Comics Buyer’s Guide

“Action Philosophers provides a hip, easily digestible summary of weighty material that will

appeal to the masses and still keep the interest of the learned.” -Philosophy Now

“Shows that real life makes just as good comics as fiction! The best part: their theories and

ideas come across unforgettably when presented in humorous visuals. Funny, goofy and educa-

tional, this belongs in all academic libraries and in the adult collections of public libraries.”
-Library Journal

THE MORE THAN COMPLETE
ACTION PHILOSOPHERS

Written by Fred Van Lente
lllustrated by Ryan Dunlavey

320 PAGES - GRAPHIC NOVEL
ISBN: 0977832937
ISBN-13: 978-0977832934
AVAILABLE NOW

for more info visit eviltwincomics.com

THE MORE-THAN COMPLETE ACTION PHILOSOPHERS PREVIEW EDITION is copyright Fred
Van Lente and Ryan Dunlavey. All Rights Reserved. Published by Evil Twin Comics 262
Fifth Avenue #2, Brooklyn, NY 11215 USA. For promotional use only - not for resale.
No part of this document may be reporduced or distributed in any format without the
express written permission of the copyright holders.




